
Last year’s Elders Christmas Gathering 
took place on December 2nd at the 
Sawridge Inn and Conference 
Centre. We had nearly 500 elders 
and family members gather for a 
special evening. We danced until 
the party shut down to Lac La 
Biche’s Desjarlais & Company. 
A special treat was when a 
group of jiggers from Conklin 
who were brought to us by Sara 
Loutitt, and demonstrated and 
taught us the Red River Jig.

Two elders –Virginia Whitford and 
Ernie Michael– were honoured this 
year, and Grant Golosky in 
memoriam. Photo slideshows 
were played for each of them and a 
framed sash was presented. A 
small rose gold bracelet with an 
infinity charm was presented to 
MNA President Audrey Poitras, 
and a beaded vest was presented 
to Kyle Harrietha, our outgoing 
General Manager.

Thank you for making it so special 
and we look forward to seeing you 
there next year!
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Multicultural Expo

We had a booth at the Multicultural Expo on 
February 13th , from noon till 5pm. We were 
represented well in the fashion show by Gail 
Gallupe and Almer Waniandy. Treasure Cooper 
had a craft table that was constantly busy with 
children making whirly-gigs, and one table 
of artifacts that people could look at and ask 
questions about. We gave away keychains and 
we sold the Archival Project Calendar, sashes, 
toques and copies of The Mark of the Métis.



Community Programs

VIRGINA WHITFORD

ELDERS OF 
THE YEAR
ERNIE MICHAEL

We Ran our first moccasin workshop in 
March, and it was a big success. Lily Marcel 
ran the workshop, and was a great teacher 
that everyone was able to connect with. 
We had some very committed students, 
really eager to learn. We will be running 
another one this year, so we will keep you 
updated about when and how to sign up.

Moccasin 
Workshop

IN MEMORIAM 
GRANT GOLOSKY



RARA

Upcoming Events

Young Métis Future Leaders 
represent at RARA! On March 
5th, Regional Aboriginal 
recognition Awards recognized 
achievements of Aboriginal 
people in their communities. 
Two young Métis students were 
among the recipients. Kadence 
Wigmore-Hagerman won a 
Junior Acheivement Award Les 
Ulm won the Outstanding Male 
Youth AwardMonthly Elders Tea

Annual Métis Festival

Interested in Volunteering? Please email or call the McMurray Métis office. 
events1935@mcmurraymetis.org , 780-743-2659

Please join us once a month for Elders Tea.  Please contact the McMurray Métis 
office for more information. 780-743- 2659, events1935@mcmurraymetis.org

Moccasin 
Workshop



Updates

Ground Truthers Report
Keyano College conference presentation: On Satur-
day March 5th, Jenny Gerbrandt and Carmen Wells gave 
a presentation at the 4 th Annual Arts & Humanities 
Conference at Keyano College. They and their audience 
had a great time. If you would like to see this presenta-
tion, please call the office and ask for Carmen or Jenny: 
it was videotaped when Jenny and Carmen gave it at the 
University of Manitoba last November.

Community Harvesters Project May 2015-May 2016: 
Please note that the community Harvesters project is still 
ongoing. You can take or sign out a GPS camera and use 
it to document wherever, whenever, and however you use 
the land. The McMurray Métis traditional area is quite 
large and we understand that members are all busy and 
some may not be able to use the land every day.

Lessons and fun on the trapline: On February 22 and 23, 
Carmen Wells and Jenny Gerbrandt had the opportunity 
to join an overnight ABMI (Alberta Biodiversity Monitoring 
Institute) research trip to the Hansen family’s trapline 
north of Fort McMurray. We had the opportunity to 
snowmobile around their trapline, had a bonfire on the 
ice, learned a lot about how they use their trapline and the 
animals that frequent it, and we collected a lot of video, 
audio, and photographic data. This trip is a great example 
of the importance of making respectful use of Traditional 
Knowledge and land user perspectives in studies about 
the environment in and around Fort McMurray. Thank 
you very much to Len, Allen, and the Hansen family for 
hosting us, hosting ABMI, and sharing your trapline, your 
cabin, and your stories with us.

CBC interview with Massey Boucher: On January 19th, 
two reporters from CBC came to Fort McMurray and 
interviewed Massey Boucher as part of a series they are 
compiling about Fort McMurray. A snapshot of the stories 
Massey shared can be found at the following link: http://
www.cbc.ca/player/play/2683632678

Hide processing: Russell Cardinal has been hard at work 
processing the moose and deer hides we have at the 
office. He has been learning a lot and teaching staff a 
lot about processing hides. Jenny Gerbrandt has been 
videotaping some of his work as she learns. 

Wood Buffalo Regional Library CultuRED talks 
series: On March 21st, Jenny Gerbrandt (M.A., 
Environmental Anthropology), gave a presentation 
about a chapter in her M.A. thesis. She discussed the 
effects of energy development on a First Nation 
community. Jenny used a contaminated water spill to 
explore the challenges of day-to- day relationships 
between First Nations and oil companies, 
including: emotions, land connection, community 
issues, respect, consultation, uncertainty, and the 
future.  Please watch for the Library's next  CultuRED 
talk by Lorraine Albert. This program is open to all ages, 
free of charge, and will take place in the Total 
Aboriginal Cultural Corner on the main floor of the 
Library.

Updates



PROVINCIAL
The Wood Buffalo Métis had an opportunity to meet with 
the new Provincial Minister of Indigenous
Relations Richard Feehan, to lay out our concerns regard-
ing a Métis consultation and harvesting policy. 
We also meet with the Municipal Affairs Minister Danielle 
Larivee, to discuss the lack of services in rural
areas of the RMWB. Fort McMurray played host to 
Premier Rachel Notley and Finance Minister Joe Cici at a 
pre-budget consultation town hall. Our Métis delegation 
made up about one quarter of those in attendance and 
our presence did not go unnoticed as we were able to 
convey our concerns directly to the Premier’s office.

MUNICIPAL
The RMWB council has passed a social procurement policy which allows for the social benefits a company provides locally to 
be considered when awarding business tenders.  This is a positive development that helps local business but could also re-
ward companies who hire Métis people or provide positive social benefits to the Métis community. A motion came forward 
to realign the ward boundaries which would see the rural areas lose two seats on council.  If passed this had the potential to 
exclude the Métis from having a voice on council. Thankfully the motion was dropped at the last minute in the face of oppo-
sition that the Wood Buffalo Métis helped organize. -Jay Telegdi 

Updates

Government Relations & 
Regulatory Affairs Update

FEDERAL
The Government Relations department has been very busy 
in the past few months with the election of a
new Liberal government in Ottawa. The budget released 
last week included $8.4 Billion in new funding
for Aboriginal Canadians-most of which is earmarked for 
on reserve capital improvements and education. While 
this does signal a positive change in the nation-to- nation 
relationship with Ottawa, much work remains to be done to 
recognize Métis people. In February we met with local MP 
David Yurdiga, who is vice-chair of the Federal Aboriginal 
Affairs committee. We remain in contact with him so as to 
have representation on this committee. We have released a 
briefing document for government’s use on how they can 
implement the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. We provided 44 recommendations on 
how government could honour the declaration while still 
complying with existing Canadian law. 

“It’s been an interesting quarter. Projects have slowed down 
significantly in our traditional territory . Many oil and gas 
projects have been either deferred or cancelled. It is tough 
for business, but at least this will allow the companies of de-
layed projects to properly consult with our membership and 
take our feedback so it can be properly implemented into 
their project applications.  However, major companies such 
as Suncor, Syncrude, and Teck have not slowed down in their 
expansions. What that says is that even though there is un-
certainty in the market there is still a future for the oilsands. 
I would also like to announce that my position as Industry 
Relations will take the backseat of my new position, which is 
business development. Despite the low price of oil and the 
delaying of projects  It will now be my focus to promote the 
Infinity Métis Corporation and Métis owned businesses. My 
office is still always open to talk about project and regula-
tory applications. I am really excited with the new change in 
my position and with your support we can work together to 
make sure the Métis profit from all the development. “
-Salem  Al-Ahmad

Business Development Update

From left: Ernie Michael, Carmen Wells, Almer Waniandy

WBPL Elder’s Story time: on March 23 Gail Gallupe shared 
her stories at the WBPL. Aboriginal corner. Each month 
a Wood Buffalo Elder comes to share their stories. Other 
speakers have included Almer Waniandy, Ernie Michael, 
Harvey and Mary Sykes. Elder Story time is free and open to 
all ages. If you know of an Elder who might like to share with 
us, or if you are an Elder yourself and would like to share, 
please call the office and ask for Carmen or Jenny.

Updates



Please feel free to take 
and enjoy a Photo Archive 
18-month Calendar. You
can pick one (or more) up
at the office (441 Sakitawaw
Trail) or call 780 743 2659.
We hope that members
will continue to use the
charts in each month of
the calendar to track their
collection and eating of wild
foods. Remember that all
McMurray members are able
to enter the draw for $500.00
each time they fill out and
submit the harvesting
charts. If you know of people
or organizations who might
enjoy this calendar, please let 
us know. -Jenny Gerbrandt

Photo Archive Calendar 

& Wild Food Tracking:

A Message From 
The President  

Greetings from your President. “Hello to everyone out there 
in Métis land, I trust your winter was as pleasant as mine, 
we are indeed enjoying the extra warm weather here in Fort 
McMurray, Alberta. We are continuing to hold our own here 
at the McMurray Métis Local and although activity has slowed 
down considerably we find ourselves still financially stable 
and we continue to advance our efforts in establishing good 
working relationships with industry. We also have increased 
our own membership by making it easier to become 
registered as we bring in the experts from the Métis Nation 
of Alberta to assist in the application process. Going forward 
we are anticipating another successful Métis Festival coming 
up this May on the 25th . I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all of our regular and steadfast members and 
especially our Elders for their ongoing participation in both 
our monthly membership meetings and our monthly Elders 
social get together for lunch and activities. Thank you also to 
our loyal and hard working staff and as well our new General 
Manager, Dan Stuckless.” -Gail Gallupe

Updates

Flooded Little Bridge in Waterways during the late 1950’s or early 1960’s
Photo courtsey of Peter Hansen

“I  studied and  graduated from a program on 
Environmental Monitoring by AEMERA. I requested 
AEMERA to put in an application to the Alberta 
Government for 40 wildlife camera’s. I am hoping to 
strategically place these through out Wood Buffalo.

I attended  a three-day workshop at the Anzac 
Community Hall, regarding the impact of the wildlife, 
vegetation, water and everything else surrounding 
Jacos site. The Aboriginal Regional Group (ARG) were .  
Following this workshop, I interviewed Willow Springs 
Strategic Solutions about the cultural impact of the oil 
sands projects

Lastly, I am currently working with members/trappers, 
as well as Lloyd Grant, Gary Pliska, and Richard Golosksy 
about industry impacting their traplines. Suncor has yet 
to get back to us about this. “  - David Waniandy

Traditional Land Specialist
& Trappers Liaison



Updates

UPCOMING  EVENTS

• Métis Festival - May 25, 2016
• Cree Coffee Chats - Every

Wednesday
• Beading Network - 1st and 3rd

Tuesday of every month
• Cultural Group - 1st Thursday

of every month www.mcmurraymetis.org

441 Sakitawaw Trail
Fort McMurray, AB T9H 4P3

Phone: 780 743 2659

metis1935@mcmurraymetis.org

Twitter @McMurrayMétis

General Manager Update

McMurray Métis is happy to welcome Dan Stuckless as our new General 
Manager. Dan has lived in the region since 2003 having previously 
held positions with the Cumulative Environmental Management 
Association and the Fort McKay Sustainability Department. Dan’s 
background working with Indigenous communities in the region 
provide him the skills necessary to represent McMurray Métis 
members as they engage with community, industry and governments 
going forward. Dan is currently hoping to meet as many members as 
possible to better understand the concerns of the community, please 
feel free to stop by and introduce yourself.

Updates

Suncor Cultural Impact Assessment
So far we have had 2 steering committee meetings and the next 
meeting is on Wednesday, March 30 at 6pm at the McMurray 
Métis office. Thank you to all of our steering committee members 
for their time and input. McMurray Métis and Willow Springs 
Strategic Solutions staff have done 20 Traditional Land Use mapping 
interviews—thanks to all those who have participated. Please watch 
for more opportunities in the spring and summer to be a part of this 
important and exciting project!

CONTACT US




